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AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated April 6, 2004, please amend the subject 
application as provided below, and consider the following remarks. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins 
page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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Attorney Docket No. 71 75-733 12 
Application No. 10/670,941 (Filed September 25, 2003) 
Reply to Office Action dated April 6, 2004 
AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 
Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 4, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

-- This is a continuation of U.S.S.N. 10/1 19,470 filed April 10, 2002, now U. 
Patent No. x,xxx,xxx 6.643.873 . 10/1 19,470 claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application, Serial No.60/287347, filed on April 27, 2001, and entitled "Patient Support 
Apparatus Having Auto Contour". » 



Attorney Docket No. 7175-73312 
Application No. 10/670,941 (Filed September 25, 2003) 
Reply to Office Action dated April 6, 2004 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims below will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

l-36.(canceled) 

37.(currently amended) A patient support apparatus comprising 
a frame, 

a deck coupled to the frame and configured to support a patient, the deck 
including a first section coupled to the frame and movable between a lowered position and a 
raised position and a second section coupled to the frame and movable between a lowered 
position and a raised position. 

a control assembly coupled to the first section and to the second section, the 
control assembly being configured to initially raise the second section to the raised p osition and 
then lower the second section to the lowered position as the first section is raised from the 
lowered position to the raised position, and 

a drive coupled to the second section and operable independent of the control 
assembly to raise and lower the second section. 

38.(original) A patient support apparatus comprising 
a frame, 

a deck coupled to the frame and configured to support a patient, the deck 
including a first section coupled to the frame for movement from a lowered position to a raised 
position through an intermediate position therebetween, the deck including a second section 
coupled to the frame for movement between a raised position and a lowered position, 

a control assembly coupled to the first section and coupled to the second section, 
the control assembly being configured to move the second section from the lowered position to 
the raised position as the first section moves from the lowered position to the intermediate 
position, and the control assembly being configured to move the second section from the raised 
position to the lowered position as the first section moves from the intermediate position to the 
raised position, and 

a drive coupled to the second section and operable independent of the control 
assembly to raise and lower the second section. 
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39.(currently amended) A patient support apparatus comprising: 
a frame, 

a deck coupled to the frame, the deck including a back section, a seat section and a 
thigh section, the back, seat and thigh sections being longitudinally spaced apart and transversely 
extending, 

the back section being movable relative to the frame between a lowered position 
and a raised position through an intermediate position therebetween, 

the thigh section being movable relative to the frame between , lowered portion 
and a raised position, 

a first thigh section drive coupled to the back section and the thigh section such 
that the thigh section moves from the lowered position to the raised position as the back section 
moves from the lowered position to the intermediate position and such that the thigh section 
moves from the raised position to the lowered position as the back section moves from the 
intermediate position to the raised position, and 

a second thigh section drive coupled to the thigh section and operable independent 
of the back section to raise and lower the thigh section. 

40.(currently amended) A patient support apparatus comprising: 
a frame, 

a deck coupled to the frame, the deck including a back section, a seat section and a 
thigh section, the back, seat and thigh sections being longitudinally spaced apart and extending 
transversely with at least the back and thigh sections being movable relative to the frame between 
respective lowered position s and raised p osition 

a first thigh section drive coupled to the back section and the thigh section to 
initialIy raise thigh section to the raised p osition and then lower the thigh section to the 
lowered position in response to movement of the back section away from a the lowered position 
to the raised position , and 

a second thigh section drive coupled to the thigh section and operable independent 
of the back section to raise and lower the thigh section. 
41-60.(canceled) 



Attorney Docket No. 7175-73312 
Application No. 10/670,941 (Filed September 25, 2003) 
Reply to Office Action dated April 6, 2004 
REMARKS 

Claims 37-40 remain in this application. Claims 37, 39 and 40 have been 

amended. 

The specification has been amended to update a cross reference to a related 

application. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 37-40 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 4,097,940 to Tekulve et al. ("Tekulve") is requested. It is believed 
that amended claims 37-40 are not anticipated by Tekulve at least for the reasons given below. 

Regarding claim 37, Tekulve does not disclose or suggest in any way, shape or 
form "a control assembly coupled to the first section and to the second section, the control 
assembly being configured to initially raise the second section to the raised position and then 
lower the second section to the lowered position as the first section is raised from the lowered 
position to the raised position." Instead, Tekulve's automatic contouring mechanism 80 is 
configured to raise the thigh section 38 from a lowered position (about 0°) to a raised position (a 
maximum of 18° to 20°) as the back section 34 is raised from a lowered position (about 0°) to an 
intermediate position (about 35°). However, Tekulve's automatic contouring mechanism 80 is 
not configured to lower the thigh section 38 from the raised position (about 18° to 20°) to the 
lowered position (about 0°) as the back section 34 is raised from the intermediate position (about 
35°) to a raised position (a maximum of 60°). As stated by Tekulve's at column 6, lines 14 et 
seq., "The length of plates 86 and locking links 98 are arranged to provide optimum thigh section 
elevation conjointly with elevation of the head section 34. It has been found desirable to provide 
a maximum of 18° to 20°. This maximum is reached at an inclination of the head end section 34 
of about (35°). The head section 34 may be elevated to a maximum of (60°), however, no 
appreciable change in thigh section elevation occurs." (Italics provided.) 

Regarding claim 38, Tekulve does not disclose or suggest in any way, shape or 
form "a control assembly coupled to the first section and coupled to the second section, the 
control assembly being configured to move the second section from the lowered position to the 
raised position as the first section moves from the lowered position to the intermediate position, 
and the control assembly being configured to move the second section from the raised position to 
the lowered position as the first section moves from the intermediate position to the raised 
position." 
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Regarding claim 39, Tekulve does not disclose or suggest in any way, shape or 
form "a first thigh section drive coupled to the back section and the thigh section such that the 
thigh section moves from the lowered position to the raised position as the back section moves 
from the lowered position to the intermediate position and such that the thigh section moves from 
the raised position to the lowered position as the back section moves from the intermediate 
position to the raised position." 

Regarding claim 40, Tekulve does not disclose or suggest in any way, shape or 
form "a first thigh section drive coupled to the back section and the thigh section to initially raise 
the thigh section to the raised position and then lower the thigh section to the lowered position in 
response to movement of the back section from the lowered position to the raised position." 

Claims 37-40 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-49 of U. S. Patent No. 6,643,873. A 
terminal disclaimer is submitted herewith in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.321(c) to overcome the 
aforesaid double patenting rejection. A check in the amount of $1 10.00 to cover the fee for this 
Terminal Disclaimer is enclosed. 

Claims 37-40 are now in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully 
requested. If the Examiner believes that a telephonic interview would expedite the allowance of 
this application, he is requested to contact the undersigned for a prompt resolution of any 
outstanding issues. 

It is respectfully requested that, if necessary to effect a timely response, this paper 
be considered as a Petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response and 
shortages and other fees be charged, or any overpayment in fees be credited, to the Account of 
Barnes & Thornburg, Deposit Account No. 10-0435, with reference to file 7175-73312. A 
duplicate copy of this authorization is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BARNES & THORNBURG 




Mark M. Newman 
Reg. No. 31,472 
(202) 289-1313 
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TERMINAL DISCLAIMER 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The owner, Hill-Rom Services, Inc., certifies that it is the assignee of the 
entire right, title, and interest in the patent application identified above as recorded at Reel/Frame 
013044/0525 in the records of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Hill-Rom Services, Inc., 
hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent 
granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date of the full statutory 
term defined in 35 U.S.C. §§ 154 to 156 and 173, as presently shortened by any terminal 



disclaimer, of prior U. S. Patent 6,643,873. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted 
on this application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and said U. S. 
Patent 6,643,873 are commonly owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on this 
application and is binding upon the grantee, its successors, or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the assignee does not disclaim the terminal part 
of any patent granted on this application that would extend to the expiration date of the 
full statutory term as defined in 35 U.S.C. §§ 154 to 156 and 173 of said U. S. Patent 
6,643,873, as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer, in the event that said U. S. Patent 
6,643,873 later expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, is held unenforceable, is found 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction from which no appeal is, or can be, taken, is 
statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.321, has all claims 
canceled by a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior to the 
expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 

The undersigned is an attorney of record. 

A check in the amount of $1 10.00 to cover the fee for this Terminal Disclaimer is 

enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that, if necessary to effect a timely response, this paper 
be considered as a Petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response and 
that any shortages and other fees be charged, or any overpayment in fees be credited, to the 



account of Barnes & Thomburg, Deposit Account No. 10-0435, with reference to file 7175- 
733 12. A duplicate copy of this authorization is enclosed for this purpose. 
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